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GARY NARKLE, AND NEW SEX OFFENDER LEGISLATION 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.A. McGINTY (Fremantle - Attorney General) [12.07 pm]:  Last night police arrested and charged 50-
year-old Gary Narkle with a number of sexual offences allegedly committed against a 16-year-old girl.  Narkle 
will appear in the Armadale Magistrates Court today charged with indecent assault, two counts of aggravated 
sexual penetration, assault occasioning bodily harm and deprivation of liberty.   

Point of Order 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  Will the Attorney General please speak up, because I cannot hear what he is saying and 
this is an important issue.   

The SPEAKER:  That may be because there was background noise in the chamber.  I ask members to desist 
their private conversations.  Perhaps the Attorney General can start again.   

Debate Resumed 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Last night police arrested and charged 50-year-old Gary Narkle with a number of sexual 
offences allegedly committed against a 16-year-old girl.  Narkle will appear in the Armadale Magistrates Court 
today charged with indecent assault, two counts of aggravated sexual penetration, assault occasioning bodily 
harm and deprivation of liberty.   

Narkle became the focus of public attention after he was released from an indefinite jail sentence after his 
fourteenth known victim was unable to face the trauma of giving evidence against him for the fourth time.  We 
have since legislated to enable the video of the first interview with police to be used as evidence in chief in child 
sexual assault cases to avoid the personal trauma for the victim and to ensure that perpetrators to do escape 
justice.   

I met this brave young woman and as a result I requested a report from the Chief Psychiatrist on ways to further 
protect the community from serial sex monsters like Gary Narkle.  In December last year, the Chief Psychiatrist 
recommended that Western Australia consider laws that would enable the Attorney General to apply to the court 
for an order to keep serious sex offenders in jail indefinitely.  I will table that report later.  During the state 
election campaign we announced that legislation would be introduced as a matter of priority to ensure 
paedophiles and serious sex offenders were never released from jail.  The Director of Public Prosecutions is 
currently working on this legislation and the government intends to have it introduced and passed by Parliament 
this year.   

Despite the horrific nature of Gary Narkle’s crimes, he was a free man.  As such, the Chief Psychiatrist advised 
that people like Narkle with a dangerous and severe personality disorder could not be detained against their will 
under our current laws because they do not come within the requirement of having a mental illness requiring 
treatment.  In 1999, the United Kingdom government proposed to introduce legislation that would enable people 
with such a disorder to be detained indefinitely under mental health laws without facing any specific criminal 
charge.  Significant concerns were raised about that approach and the United Kingdom legislation has not 
proceeded.  It is a very complex legal dilemma.  We want to make sure that our laws allow us to lock away 
people who pose a serious threat to our community before they offend.   
The government is determined to provide a comprehensive legal framework to protect the public from people 
like Mr Narkle.  We hope these initiatives will have the support of all members.  I now table the report. 
[See paper 435.] 
 


